Rush Superior Court Leigh S. Morning, Judge

Rush County Courthouse Ashley Sebastian, Court Reporter
101 East Second Street Melanie J. Jarman, Court Administrator
Rushville, IN 46173 . Phone: (765) 932-3520

_Email: rushsuperior@rushcounty.in.gov

MEMORANDUM

DATE: July 14, 2026
TO: All Attorneys and Litigants
FROM: Rush Superior Court

RE: Lost Titles

The Court would like to inform you of the following changes in protocol for Lost
Titles effective August 1, 2026:

1. All cases will be filed as a small claims case. They will be captioned Petitioner v Indiana
Bureau of Motor Vehicles.

2. The Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles will be named as a respondent in these cases so
that the BMV may search its database to determine whether any liens have been filed on
the vehicle in Indiana. NOTE: The BMV can only determine whether a vehicle has a
lien on it in Indiana, and only through the BMV. The BMV cannot determine whether a
vehicle has a lien through other processes, such as child support lien. Best practices are
to also name the Indiana Attorney General’s Office and to serve the AG’s Office with a
copy of these proceedings, but this is not required. It is required to serve the BMV with
notice of the proceedings.

3. Because the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles can only determine whether there are
liens through the Indiana BMV, those persons filing a petition SHALL also attach a
vehicle history report through CARFAX or a similar service, or an Indiana Certified
Vehicle/Watercraft Title Inquiry (State Form 53789) to verify that there are no liens on
the vehicle. If there are liens on the vehicle, the lien holder will need to be added as a
respondent and receive notice of the filing. The lienholder has the right to notice, and to
assert its interest in the vehicle, which could include ownership of the vehicle.

4. Petitioners must still file all other documents required by the Bureau of Motor Vehicles,
including the VIN Inspection.

5. If appropriate, orders will state that the Court finds that the Petitioner has been
determined to be the owner of the vehicle, according to Ind.Code 9-17-3. THE
BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES WILL DETERMINE WHETHER A TITLE
SHOULD BE ISSUED TO THE PETITIONER.

6. We believe that this new protocol will align with the statutory procedures and the -
intended goals of the Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles.



STATE OF INDIANA IN THE RUSH SUPERIOR COURT
SS:
COUNTY OF RUSH CAUSE NO.

Petitioner

A%
}

INDIANA BUREAU OF MOTOR VEHICLES,
Respondent

VERIFIED PETITION REGARDING LOST VEHICLE TITLE

Comes now the Petitioner, , and requests
that the Court declare the Petitioner to be the owner of the following vehicle, and in
support of said Petition states, under oath, that the following is true:

1. Petitioner’s full name:

2. Petitioner’s street address:

3. Petitioner’s mailing address (if different from the street address):
4. Telephone number:

5. Email address:

6. Vehicle Information:

a. Type of Vehicle:

b. Make & Model:

c. Year:
d. VIN #
e. Estimated value:
7 The circumstances surrounding how the Petitioner acquired ownership of

the Vehic.le:




8. Name, address, and any other known information regarding the previous
owner of the vehicle:

9. Explain why the Petitioner does not have the title to the vehicle:

10.  The Petitioner has attached all information regarding any known liens on
the vehicle. This could be a CARFAX or similar Report, Indiana Certified
Vehicle/Watercraft Title Inquiry (State Form 53789), or other similar document
regarding liens on the vehicle or showing that there are no liens on the vehicle.

11.  Attach any documents: Bill of sale, copies of title, certificate of
origin, lien information, copies of documents required by the Bureau of Motor Vehicles,

VIN Inspection Report, etc.

I AFFIRM UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY THAT THE FOREGOING
REPRESENTATIONS ARE TRUE AND CORRECT.

Date: Signature:

Printed Name:




